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New Beaverton Lecture Series Launches with David
Harrelson on Indigenous Place Keeping

David Harrelson to Speak June 4 on Land, Culture, and Community Connection

BEAVERTON, Ore. — [May 18, 2026] — A new public forum dedicated to ideas, culture, and
civic dialogue is coming to Beaverton with the launch of the Beaverton Lecture Series, a
community-centered initiative designed to spark thoughtful conversation and deeper

connection across the region.

The series opens on Thursday, June 4, 2026, at 7:00 PM with the inaugural lecture,
“Indigenous Place Keeping: Learning from the Land,” featuring cultural leader David
Harrelson. The event will be held at The Historic Downtown Methodist Church, located
next to the Beaverton City Library at 12555 SW 4th Street, Beaverton, OR 97005. Admission

is free and open to the public.

Harrelson, an enrolled member of the Confederated Tribes of Grand Ronde and the
tribe’s Cultural Resources Department Manager, will explore the Indigenous practice of
“keeping place” — understanding land not merely as physical space, but as a living

network of relationships connecting people, plants, history, and community.

“No matter where you live, you are on Indigenous land,” Harrelson says, underscoring the

continuing relevance of Indigenous knowledge and stewardship.
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With more than 16 years of experience in cultural resources and heritage preservation,
Harrelson’s work spans ethnobotany, Indigenous foods, contact-era Pacific Northwest
history, and Western Oregon Indigenous art. In addition to his leadership with the
Confederated Tribes of Grand Ronde, he currently serves on the Oregon Arts Commission

and previously served on the Oregon State Advisory Committee for Historic Preservation.

ABOUT BEAVERTON LECTURE SERIES

The Beaverton Lecture Series was created to provide an accessible and welcoming
gathering space where residents can engage with important ideas shaping culture,
history, identity, and civic life. Our hope is that this series becomes a trusted gathering

point in Beaverton for learning, dialogue, and shared reflection.

EVENT DETAILS

What: Indigenous Place Keeping: Learning from the Land
Speaker: David Harrelson
Date: Thursday, June 4, 2026
Time: 7:00 PM
Location: Historic Downtown Methodist Church

12555 SW 4th Street, Beaverton, OR 97005
Admission: Free and open to the public

MEDIA CONTACT

Dondrea EImquist 503-709-2629
Email: info@beavertonlectures.org
Instagram: @beavertonlectures
Facebook: Beaverton Lecture Series
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